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his neutrality and enter into active co-operation with him.
In his decision more than Bavaria was involved, for Henry
by his marriage with Wulfhild had acquired the allodial ter-
ritory of the Billungs west of the Elbe, with its centre in the
town of Liineburg. For his part, Lothar had his wife's
dowry of Nordheim and Brunswick and now the rich royal
domain adjacent to it. If Lothar could gain Henry's friend-
ship, the whole of East Saxony would be knit together, as
well as the support of Bavaria assured. Another considera-
tion entered in : Lothar had only one child, a daughter Ger-
trude, and the choice of a husband for her implied the choice
of an heir to his power and possessions, possibly to the crown
as well. The betrothal of Gertrude to Henry the Proud, son
and heir of Henry the Black, decided the future course of the
duke of Bavaria. With his son as Lothar's prospective heir,
he was bound by self-interest to oppose the heir of Henry V.
So he threw in his lot with Lothar, and the alliance resulted
in the bitter rivalry of the Welfs and Hohenstaufen.1
The support King Lothar III, who had thus risen from the obscurity
Church °^ a Petty countship to the throne of Germany, was a typical
member of the Saxon nobility, a good soldier, conservative
in his ideas, especially as duke, to maintain the aloofness and
independence of his duchy. He was a solid man, who could
be relied on to uphold the dignity of the German kingdom,
now that the independence of Saxony was not in question;
he was also a scrupulous man of whom the Church need have
no fear. The ecclesiastical hierarchy had been largely respon-
sible for his election; the Pope (Honorius II) through his
legates had given it his blessing. As duke of Saxony, too,
he had been allied with the Pope against the king, and he
justified the Church's confidence by making no attempt to
claim for himself the rights at episcopal elections granted in
the Concordat of Worms to his predecessor. Henry V had
also been largely helped in his rise to the throne by the support
of the Church, but Lothar, unlike Henry, did not attempt to
rid himself of the obligations he thereby incurred. He was
therefore constantly assured of the support of the Church
both in his German and in his Italian kingdom.
1 The Hohenstaufen used the name of their ancestral castle of Weiblingen
as their battle cry. So the two parties were known as Welf and Weiblingen
in Germany, which south of the Alps became Guelph and GhibelUne.

